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Year 6 in Wales 

Children from Neptune Class got together with children from Silverstone Juniors, 

Tiffield Primary, Whittlebury Primary, Blakesley Primary and St Loy’s school in 

Weedon Lois for our annual residential visit to Cefn Lea in Wales. Despite some 

rather rainy days, the children participated in all of the activities with enthusiasm. 

Many of the children made new friends and challenged themselves to try some new 

tasks they had not attempted before. Thank you to all of the staff who helped to 

organise this visit and who gave up their time to accompany the children. 

 

Transition Arrangements 

This term children across the school will be preparing for the transition to their new classes 

and, where appropriate, their new schools. Our theme for worship and for Personal Social 

and Health Education is ‘Changes’ and we will be helping the children to consider the range 

of feelings they may experience about moving on. Very often when children have had 

opportunity to talk about their feelings, they are able to cope with the changes more easily. 

Familiarisation is also an important part of this work. Year 6 have already received visits from 

Sponne staff and had opportunities to visit the school and put a few names to faces. They 

will be engaging in a transition unit of work and will visit again to work with a theatre group. 

All children will spend 2nd and 3rd July participating in a range of transition activities. We also 

welcome our new children to Jupiter Class on these days. 
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Assemblies 

You are warmly invited to attend our forthcoming assemblies:  
 Friday 3rd July Sharing Assembly (Saturn, Venus) 

 Friday 17th July Year 6 Leavers Assembly at 9.30 am 

All of these assemblies begin at 9.10 a.m. unless stated otherwise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visits to Banbury Museum 

At the beginning of June, children from Saturn, Mercury and Jupiter Classes 

visited Banbury Museum to work with Kate Plumtree, an artist who designs 

costumes. The children viewed her exhibition with costumes inspired by 

wildlife and were then taught some techniques which they used to make shoe 

bags and scarfs. We are hoping to display these during our Celebration 

Evening on 1st July. 

 

Staffing Changes 

It is with great regret that I write to inform you that it has been necessary for us to reduce staffing 

levels in school from September. While we have a few more children entering the Reception Class 

this year, we have a larger cohort leaving in July and our pupil numbers no longer warrant the levels 

of staffing we have been accustomed to. We have suspended temporary contracts and we have 

accepted offers of reductions in hours from across the school. However, the greatest loss will be the 

departure of Ms Joy Rowe. Joy has been at Greens Norton for 10 years.  During this time she has 

risen to many new challenges resulting in her gaining HLTA status in 2006 I know that like all of us, 

many of you will recognise the huge value Joy has added to our school throughout her time with us. 

She will be sorely missed by adults and children alike. I know you will also join me in wishing Joy the 

very best of luck in securing a position in a school where her tremendous expertise and skills will be 

recognised. Greens Norton will not be the same without her. 

You have already been informed about the organisation of classes for September and our intention 

to maintain 5 classes for next year at least. Last week we appointed Mr Paul Wright to be the teacher 

for Year 5 next year. We were fortunate in attracting a particularly strong field of candidates and 

know that Paul will be an asset to our school team.  Mr Wright will be joining us for our induction 

days in July and will be working with us to plan for next term. 

Unfortunately Mrs Katie Williams has undergone surgery and will be unable to teach Mercury Class 

for the remainder of the term. We are grateful to Mrs Gill Stafford for covering these duties for us. 
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In the last month we’ve been busy working on some positive items to benefit the school, 
pupils and parents:-  

 

� Lunchtime organisation – based on suggestions from parents, the School 
Council and Little Acorns, we will be running a trial over two induction days, of a 
re-organisation of lunchtimes.  Lunchtime staff, pupils, teachers and Little 
Acorns will feedback their comments about the trial and its effectiveness, with a 
view to implementing any positive changes in September. 
 

�  'Hints and Tips' booklet for parents – this is now being finalised and will be 
ready for new parents at the intake meeting.  The booklet will be distributed to all 
parents in September. 

 

• Notice boards – plans are moving forward for these information points for 
parents and they will be in place in the near future.  
 

And finally....... 

• New email address – should you wish to contact us about any Parent Council 
matter you can email us at parentcouncil@hotmail.co.uk.  You can also leave a 
letter in the school office or speak to us in person in the playground.   

NSPCC 

Children who participated in the spelling challenge for the NSPCC succeeded 

in raising £642. This is a marvellous achievement and the charity 

representatives were delighted with the children’s commitment and the 

sponsors generosity. The money will help to make a difference to many 

children’s lives. Thank you. 

Summer Celebrations 

The children have elected Harriet Stockwin and Connor Bodily to be their regal 

representatives at the school and church fete on 27
th
 June. They in turn have chosen Olivia 

Dowden and Adan Davidson to be their attendants. Congratulations to these children. I am 

sure they will perform their duties with due dignity. Neptune Class will be performing the 

traditional May-Pole dances and Saturn, Venus and Mercury Classes will be dancing to music 

from ‘Mamma Mia’. I do hope you will be able to join us from 2pm at the Old Rectory. 
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School Council 

The School Council have received a letter from another School Council from a school in Hillingdon. They 

told us their names and how old they were and some information about themselves. We are writing back 

to them to tell them our names and what we like doing. We are hoping to communicate a bit more with 

them about our school in the future. We are hoping to share some ideas. 

George and Imogen (Saturn Class Reps) 

PTA News 

Thank you to all those who were able to fill a Bag 2 School sack and bring it to school, we are currently 

waiting confirmation of the amount raised and we will let you know as soon as we can. 

We are now into our final term and only have a couple of events planned, the first being the Fathers Day 

sale on Thursday 18
th
 June, presents and gift wrapping will be available and the prices will range from 50p 

to £3.00. The second being the joint Church and School Fete on 27
th
 June, of which further details will 

follow in a separate letter. 

We also have a few tote numbers available and should you wish to purchase one please contact Genise. 

On behalf of the PTA, I would like to thank you for your continued support. 

Davina Bowmer 

PTA Secretary 

Governor News 

‘So what really does happen during a normal day at Greens Norton Primary School?  Recently, four 
members of the governing body including myself had a chance to find out. We were about to find out about 
the richness of school life. 
 
The four of us split up so that we could see as much of school life as possible and before I knew it, I was in 
the midst of a drama session in the Discovery room with Year 5 and 6 organised by Mrs Pickering.  The 
session was themed on a poem called ‘The Frozen Man’ which was read aloud to the class with 
accompanying atmospheric sounds.  The children were soon fully involved, using their active imaginations 
to act out the story in the poem and using this to understand the meaning.  After twenty minutes or so, even 
the most quiet members of the group were engaged, interpreting the poem through their actions. 
 
After break, I watched a dance class for a group of children preparing a piece to perform at a forthcoming 
festival.  Everyone had a lot of fun as they were choreographed by the dance teacher to a modern version 
of ‘Singing in the Rain’.  I was also impressed by the sense of discipline that the children showed, repeating 
the same sections several times to perfect them, yet still enthusiastic for what they were doing. 
 
At lunch, all the governors had the chance to sample some of Mrs Rea’s lasagne (my second helping was 
purely in my capacity as a governor) whilst enjoying the company of the children in the main hall.  It really is 
a joy to spend time chatting with the children over lunch and I’d recommend it to any parent.    
 
And so straight into the afternoon with Mrs Stephens and her class.  The class were doing a topic on birds 
and Mrs Stephens had organised a talk by an enthusiastic local ornithologist.  I was really encouraged to 
see how well this went down with the children.  They were truly engaged in what was happening and were 
fascinated by what they heard.  (Did you know that Swifts live virtually their entire life in the air?) 
 
Following my birding session, it was time to visit Miss Dalton to brush up on my foreign languages.  She led 
Year 2 in a game of hide and seek in French and I soon found myself straining to join in.  Not only was the 
session really enjoyable for the children, but they were also becoming familiar with some essential basic 
French phrases. 

Finally, to the last lesson of the day.  Undaunted, Mr Gilbey and year 6 were in the IT suite, 
learning how to use a database program.  The program holds information on the different attributes of 

cars and the children learned how to extract this information in a variety of different ways. I know that I’m 
getting to be a bit older these days, but this session really was impressive.  Using databases didn't come 
into my life until university days and I was delighted to see how readily year 6 came to grips with this task 
and how eagerly they learned under Mr Gilbey’s patient, expert direction. 
 
French, Ornithology, drama, dance and IT all in one day!  Not to mention all the important lessons covering 
numeracy and literacy which some of the other governors observed on the same day.  We should all be 
very encouraged by the excellent efforts being made at our village school and the depth of experience that 
our children are receiving.  The governors who visited the school had a very enlightening day and our 
thanks go to the teachers, staff and children who made us feel very welcome.’ 
 
Jim Addison (Parent Governor) 
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School Closures  

We have changed the way we will supply the information to you about school 

closures. We will no longer be updating the schools directory to say which schools are 

closed, instead please use  

 

 

 

 

 

School closures Option 1 (new window)  

 School closures Option 2 (new window)  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Please note that school will close to pupils on Friday 17th July, 2009 at 1.30 pm. 

  

 Mrs Jan Pickering 

Flu Pandemic 

WHO alert level raised to 6 
The World Health Organisation has increased its influenza pandemic alert level to 6. This means 

that there is now evidence of increased and sustained human-to-human transmission of the swine 

flu virus across a number of global regions. 

What does this mean for the UK? 
Within the UK we are beginning to see signs of sustained transmission of the virus within the 

community. There are now 806 confirmed UK cases and we can expect the numbers to increase 

steadily over the next few weeks and months, boosted by the onset of the autumn/winter when flu 

viruses spread more readily 

We cannot yet be certain how many people will be affected by the virus, but it appears that 

children under the age of 16 are more likely to catch it. Virtually all the cases in the UK so far 

have been mild. 

The UK is well prepared for dealing with a pandemic. We have good stocks of anti-viral drugs for 

treating flu and from the autumn we shall have access to a vaccine. 

Please continue to monitor your child’s health and inform the school if any pupils have flu like 

symptoms or are diagnosed by the Doctor with  

• Healthy children with no flu-like symptoms should not be kept away from schools just 

because they have been to Mexico, the USA or Canada recently;  

• Children returning from such countries who do display flu-like symptoms should remain at 

home; parents should be asked to take home any children who come in with such symptoms.  

Should it be necessary to close the school at any time before the end of this academic 

year or at the start of the next, details will be posted on the County Council website and 

our own school website details as follows; 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/educationandlearning  

www.greensnortonschool.co.uk 

School closures Option 1, 2 or 3 (new window) 

 Please note:  
It is not always possible to display closure information on the website. In those circumstances 
schools will then ensure that the radio stations below are notified. 

Listen to the radio 

 BBC Radio Northampton - 104.2 & 103.6 FM  

 Heart Radio in Northamptonshire (formerly Northants 96) -  96.6 FM  

 Connect 97.2 & 107.4 FM   

 Fox 102.6 and 97.4 FM 


